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Specific issues raised through 
consultation as priorities 

Response 

The three priorities basically refer to 
the same issues expressed in different 
ways and therefore lack clarity of focus 

The Council Plan is clear that people 
will be at the heart of everything we do. 
We are clear that our key priorities 
reflect needs in respect of poverty, 
vulnerability and disadvantage in a 
wider sense than only financial and 
disability. These priorities provide a 
framework for responsive services to 
the wider public based on a whole 
range of different needs and 
perspectives. The delivery of these 
priorities, supported by our aim to 
ensure the Council is as effective and 
efficient as possible, will positively 
impact upon everyone in Cumbria. 

Measuring and evidencing the priorities 
will be extremely difficult and has failed 
at other councils and will need very 
robust performance monitoring if it is to 
be more than lip service 

We will review the Council Plan 
annually and will prepare and publish 
progress reports every 6 months. 
Monitoring progress against our 
priorities will be a key consideration of 
these reports. 
 
We have stated how we will report on 
progress on page 23 of the draft 
Council Plan. 

The focus on particular groups implies 
a level of disregard for the wider public 
who contribute through their taxes 

We are working towards improved 
outcomes for everyone in Cumbria. 
Pages 13-22 of the Council Plan detail 
the activities we will undertake in order 
to work towards delivery of these 
improved outcomes. However, within 
the financial context in which we are 
working, it is important that our 
priorities remain to challenge poverty, 
support the vulnerable and improve the 
life chances of the more 
disadvantaged. 

Supporting Cumbria’s economy should 
be regarded as a top priority, especially 
at this time, and that a thriving 
economy has knock-on benefits in 
terms of addressing poverty 

We recognise that continuing to 
support economic growth remains an 
important function of the Council. The 
Council Plan clearly reflects within its 
aims and activities the Council’s 
continuing commitment to ensuring that 



Appendix 2 – Responding to consultation feedback 

  

Cumbria has a thriving economy. 
 
Our commitment to fulfilling our role in 
stimulating the economy is detailed 
within the Council Plan on page 8. The 
activity that will take place to support a 
thriving economy is detailed within the 
Council Plan on pages 13-14. 

The environment and reducing CO2 
emissions should feature somewhere 

We recognise that continuing to 
support a high quality and sustainable 
environment, and to take steps to 
reduce CO2 emissions, remain 
important functions of the Council. The 
Council Plan clearly reflects within its 
aims and activities the Council’s 
continuing commitment to ensuring that 
Cumbria has a high quality and 
sustainable environment and is taking 
steps to reduce CO2 emissions. 
 
The activity that will take place to 
support a high quality and sustainable 
environment and to reduce CO2 
emissions is contained within the 
Council Plan on pages 15-16. 

The council’s priority should be solely 
delivering its core statutory duties as 
cost effectively as possible 

Ensuring delivery of the Council’s core 
statutory duties was a key element of 
developing the Council Plan. 
Considered alongside these were a 
range of other activities and objectives, 
that may not be statutory, but have 
been identified as being priorities for 
people in Cumbria through this and 
previous consultation. 
The broad, underpinning aim to be as 
efficient and effective as possible will 
ensure that we work towards delivering 
and supporting all of our services in as 
cost-effective manner as possible. 
 
The activity we will undertake to 
support this aim is detailed within the 
Council Plan on pages 21-22. 

 


